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Abstract

The perspectives, concepts, and intellectual frameworks of
Western philosophers have played a fundamental role in
shaping the ways architects think, design, and perceive
architecture. Architecture, as the external manifestation of
human thought, operates beyond mere construction, and every
architectural work reflects the architect’s worldview, the
culture of society, and the broader human perspective.
Architecture is capable of transforming mental ideas into
tangible experience, turning space into a medium for
conveying meaning, emotion, and the spirit of place. This
article examines the influence of selected Western
philosophers on Western architectural thought and
demonstrates how reflection and contemplation play a more
significant role than the mere creation of physical form. In this
study, the ideas of Gilles Deleuze, Martin Heidegger, and
Michel Foucault are analyzed. Deleuze, through the concept
of the “rhizome” and the philosophy of “folding,” emphasizes
dynamism, multiplicity, and horizontality in spatial
organization; Heidegger, from a phenomenological
standpoint, understands architecture as an embodiment of
lived experience and the human act of dwelling in the world;
and Foucault reveals how space can function as an instrument
of surveillance and social control. The findings indicate that
architecture is not merely structure and form, but an objective
language through which thought is expressed and philosophy
becomes manifest within human experience and lived spaces.

Keywords: Thought, Architecture, Philosophy, Gilles
Deleuze, Martin Heidegger, Michel Foucault.
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Abstract

Traditional architecture is not merely a collection of forms
and materials, but rather the manifestation of a profound
philosophy of environmental adaptation. Enduring
historical structures, particularly in seismic regions, reflect
a sophisticated engineering logic honed through centuries
of experience. This research, focusing on the seismic
culture of ancient civilizations, investigates the governing
philosophy behind their earthquake-resistant techniques.
Through the analysis of notable cases—such as the seismic
isolation in the Tomb of Cyrus the Great, the damping
systems in Japanese pagodas, and the recentering principle
in the Great Buddha Hall—it is demonstrated that ancient
builders, rather than rigidly opposing seismic forces,
adopted intelligent strategies like accommodating motion,
dissipating energy, and maintaining structural integrity.
These techniques are not incidental solutions; they are the
product of a cohesive design philosophy that offers
valuable inspiration for contemporary engineering.

Keywords

Traditional ~ Architecture, Engineering  Philosophy,
Seismic  Culture, Indigenous Knowledge, Seismic
Isolation, Seismic Behavior, Seismic Retrofitting.
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Abstract

In Iranian art, geometric motifs are not only decorative
elements but also reflections of thought, worldview, and
mystical ideas. This article examines the place of
geometric motifs in the paintings of Kamal al-Din Behzad,
the eminent painter of the Timurid period and leading
master of the Herat school. The aim of the study is to
uncover the relationship between geometric structure,
mystical thought, and inner order in Behzad’s works. The
research  method is  descriptive—analytical and
comparative, and the data have been collected through
library research and the examination of the miniatures
“Yusuf and Zulaykha,” “Lesson in a School,” and
“Ma’mun’s Bath.” In this regard, the study seeks to reveal
the connection between geometry, thought, and meaning
in Behzad’s works. The findings indicate that geometry in
Behzad’s art is not merely a tool of composition, but a
visual language of Iranian—Islamic thought that
emphasizes harmony, unity, and cosmic order.

Keywords:

Behzad, Persian Miniature, Geometric Motifs, Iranian-
Islamic Thought, Architectural Ornamentation.
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